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despatch he said: "If His Majesty the Emperor
does not judge it well to do anything for Prussia, it
will declare against us, and will be forced to do this
willy nilly. If anything is done for it, I am far from
despairing of its retention in the system. Inasmuch
as I am entirely without orders and instructions, and
have no knowledge of what are the intentions of His
Majesty the Emperor, and am, in consequence, unable
to utter one word in the way of promises and positive
encouragement, I confine myself to general discussion,
to axioms and hypotheses, which I turn over and over
in every way. . . . Prince Hut xf eld has scut a report
dated February 14, in which he indicates a hope of
obtaining something. The original was immediately
read to me in confidence. In our last interview
Baron von Hardenberg said to me: 4I cannot under-
stand why His Majesty the Emperor doew not con-
sent to do anything for the King, and to give some
sort of a positive promise; lie would never have a
more faithful ally than he. He has proved this by
the enormous sacrifices he has already made; but no
one seems to take any account of these.* '*

We are inclined to think that Napoleon could not
have easily conciliated the Prussian nation, although
he might have kept the government in hi$ system of
alliance if he had made it in time the indispensable
concessions. King Frederick William and Baron
von Hardenberg were distinctly frightened by the
demagogic tendencies which manifested themselves.
Towards the end of 1812 they were, we think, still